LABOUR  AND   MATERIALS   FOR   REBUILDING
mon or private Entries, Alleys, Ways, Stairs, Landing Places,
or Passages, Houses of Office, Tunnels, Draughts, and other
Easements, heretofore used and enjoyed within the ... City of
London, or the Liberties thereof.1 The groaning Aldermen,
already harried to distraction by disputes whose causes were
infinite and duration little less, took up the extra burden and
bore it with skill. No portraits commemorate their work, but
London has good cause to remember it with gratitude.
The creation of this device for mediation, backed by the
threat of summary jurisdiction, did not end the work either of
Parliament or of the Aldermen. The Acts were equally con-
cerned to ensure that building should not be retarded by any
complication of interests. These could arise either from houses
to which were annexed rooms in those adjoining, or from
those in which the inheritance was divided. Both were com-
mon. The owner of several houses might sell outright the
shops on the ground floor of one or more of them, or, to en-
large his premises, buy rooms in a neighbour's. A father might
leave his property in divided ownership or devise it in such a
way that many were interested and none in sole control.
Frame houses were easily altered. Devoid of brick-built
interior walls, a single room, or a whole story could readily be
transferred to a neighbour. The most important unit in their
construction, the long beam, was not affected by such changes,
and they were therefore made as convenience dictated. The
burnt city had been the heir to generations of them and, in
consequence, ownerships were greatly intermixed, and dis-
putes could easily arise. If building was to proceed without
delay or interruption, they had to be disposed of, and, if it was
to proceed as the new regulations demanded, with brick party
walls, built upright and entire, provision had also to be made
for the adjustment of intermingled houses. The latter were
referred to the surveyors, subject to an appeal to a final deter-
mination by the Court of Aldermen,2 The former were to be
solved, if unanimity was impossible, by allowing any interested
1 Second Act, s, 15.           a Ibid., s. 5.
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